STUDIES  IN  A  DYING   CULTURE
The world to which Lawrence wished to return is
not really the world of primitives who are in fact
bound by more rigid relations than those of bourgeois
Europe It is the old bourgeois pastoral heaven of the
* natural man' born everywhere in chains, which does
not exist. It does not exist because it is self-contra-
dictory, and because it is self-contradictory the bour-
geois world in striving for it more clearly produces
the opposite, as in moving towards an object in a
mirror we move away from the real object. Law-
rence's gospel therefore only forms part of the self-
destructive element in bourgeois culture.
Lawrence for all his gifts suffered from the old petit
bourgeois errors. Like Wells, he strove to climb upwards
into the world of bourgeois culture; being more
artistic than Wells and bom in a later era, it could not
be the security and power of that already sick class
that appealed to him. It was their cultural values. He
succeeded in entering that world and drinking deeply
of all its tremendous intellectual and aesthetic nches,
only to find them riches turning into dust. The shock
of that disillusion, added to the pain endured in that
climb, filled him finally with a hatred for bourgeois
values. He could criticise them relentlessly and bitterly,
but he could provide no solution for the whole set
of his life; all that long difficult climb of his into the
bourgeois sunshine ensured that he remained a bour-
geois. His was always bourgeois culture, conscious of
its decay, criticising itself and with no solution except
to go back to a time when things were different and
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